
Dear K-2 Families, 
Happy New Year!  I want to thank you for your support through 2016 
and wish you all the best for 2017!  We have worked at improving 
students achievement in math, reading, writing, science, and social 
studies, but we have also revamped our character education initiatives!  
This year, we are not only focusing on being safe, respectful, and 
responsible, we have also included compassion, self-control, and 
citizenship as important traits to teach our students.  

We have received a lot of attention on our roll-out of the “Buddy 
Bench” to teach our students about compassion!  In fact, NYSSBA, the 
New York State School Board 
Association came to the K-2 
House to conduct interviews 
and take video footage about 
our “Buddy Bench” and our 
character education program.  
The video will be posted on 
the NYSSBA web-site and will 
be shared on our web-site 
upon completion.  The K-2 
House will be an exemplar for 
other schools to follow by using the “Buddy Bench” to teach students 
about compassion!  This is an honor and we are very excited about 
seeing and sharing the fi nished product!

Peru Elementary School - K-2 House
Michelle Rawson, Principal
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From K-2 Cafeteria
A milk is included with the purchase of 
each meal and is also available for $0.60 
purchased separately.  
For our families who qualify for free or 
reduce-priced meals:  
If your child brings a bag lunch from 
home they do not get a free milk. 
It will cost your child $0.60.  
Your child is encouraged to take 3 out 
of the 5 components off ered which 
would count as a meal.
The reason behind this is that we do 
not receive reimbursement for milk 
purchases.  We only receive funds from 
the government for the meals that are 
purchased.
Call Mrs. Kerr at 643-6026 with any 
questions.
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We will continue to focus on being safe, respectful, responsible, 
and compassionate.  However, on January 12th, the PSET team 
and Super Self-Control shared the character trait that we will focus 
on.  Self-Control will take center stage and students demonstrating 
self-control can earn their Self-Control badge to be added to their 
lanyards of merit badges.  Students can share drawings, stories, 
and examples of showing self-control at home to be included on 
our bulletin board as well.  Students can earn their self-control 
badges with these eff orts as well.  Please visit the headlines on our 
website at http://www.perucsd.org/Domain/14 to view our K-2 
movie stars in the PSET video created by Mr. Mitchell and the PSET 
Team to teach self-control.  

Winter Reading Tips:
Inspire your child to read by being an 
audience for them
Notice when your child reads well 
and assist when they struggle. They 
love your praise!
Take time to read yourself - they are 
always watching and aspire to be 
like you!
Explore reading about your child’s 
favorite topics or areas of interest.
Read everything - signs, boxes, pictures, 
magazines! They more they read, they 
more skilled they will become.

December was a very exciting month for all the Kindergarten 
students.  Kindergarten made their stage debut in two beautiful 
holiday concerts, they showed their best singing voices and their 
hat creations.  One of the most exciting days in December was when 
Santa made a visit to our school on pajama day.  After Santa’s visit, 
students enjoyed a candy cane treat while watching a holiday special.  
For January, the Kindergarten hallway is decorated with snowmen 
created at home with their families.  It is wonderful to walk down 
the hallway and see all the creativity our families from Peru have 
created!  Great Job!!!!

From the K-2 Nurse
Information about Strep Throat:
Strep throat is a bacterial infection 
that causes a sore, scratchy throat, 
fever, swollen lymph nodes in neck 
and a skin rash. This can be spread 
easily and requires a medical test 
(culture/swab) and diagnosis by 
a medical professional. Treatment 
includes oral antibiotics and the child 
needs to stay home from school 
for 24 hours after the fi rst dose of 
antibiotics.  The illness resolves within 
a few days to a week.   Prevention 
includes good hand washing and not 
sharing cups and utensils.

From
Math &
Reading 
Interventionist

From Kindergarten:



Upcoming Events:

January 18  

PTO Meeting

January 24  

Parent University: Math - 1st Grade 
Strategies for Success - 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

February 7  

Parent University: Reading - 1st Grade 
Strategies Success - 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

February 9

Parent University: Making Math and
Reading at Home Fun  - 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

February 13

Well-Being Committee Meeting
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm

February 14

Spirit Day: Dress for Love (wear pink or red)

February 14

Board of Education Meeting - 7:00 pm

February 15

Parent University: The Art of Cursive Writing 
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm

February 17

Spirit Day: Moustache Day

February 20 - 24

NO SCHOOL: President’s Week Break

Report Cards Distribution Dates:
1st Trimester: December 6, 2016
2nd Trimester: March 16, 2017
3rd Trimester: June 21, 2017

Drop Off /Pick Up Times:
Student Arrival

Doors open to students at 8:55 am
Student Dismissal

Doors open for parents/guardians at 3:05 PM

As we head into the winter months and with the anticipated colder 
weather, I want to remind parents to please be sure that your child 
is dressed in appropriate attire for outside recess, which include 
jackets, hats, and mittens or gloves.  Also, snow pants and boots 
will be needed when snow is on the ground, so your child will be 
permitted to play in the snow.

Mid-year I-Ready assessments have started on January 9, 2017.  
This is only the second time our students have taken this computer 
based test.  This assessment informs us on student growth and is 
another assessment tool to help teachers identify strengths and 
weaknesses, so that instruction can be tailored to the students.

As a reminder to parents, 
each child’s report card, 
attendance, and discipline 
records can be accessed 
by parents through the 
SchoolTool Parent Portal.  
If you have not set up the 
Parent Portal yet, please 
contact Sheila Nugent at 
643-6020 for assistance.

Lastly, I want to share my gratitude for being a part of an 
outstanding school district in such a wonderful community, 
with involved and caring parents, dedicated faculty and staff , 
a supportive Board of Education, and outstanding students.  
Each day is a gift, to watch students learn and grow, encourage 
them, praise their hard work and eff orts, and celebrate their 
accomplishments!  I encourage our parent partners to become 
more involved.  If you have ideas on ways that you can become 
more involved, please let me know!  Parental involvement will 
assist in improving student successes and achievement and as a 
team, we can accomplish more!

Please check our elementary website and view the headlines, 
which are updated frequently.  There are many valuable resources, 
photos, and happenings available to our parent partners!  Thank 
you for your continued support!  

Sincerely,

Michelle Rawson, Principal
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116 Pleasant Street, PO Box 68, Peru, NY 12972
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T: (518) 643-6100 F: (518) 643-6126

Email: mrawson@perucsd.org

From First Grade
First graders have been kicking off  2017 by making 
resolutions for the new year!  The children learned about 
and celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr.   The children have 
been working hard learning new skills.  In reading they 
have learned that silent e makes the vowel say its name.  
The children are working on fl uency and trying to reach 
a goal of reading 47 words per minute by May.  In Math 
students are working on using various strategies to add 
and subtract.  The fi rst grade team is excited to share 
math and ELA strategies with parents at the upcoming 
Parent University workshops!  Math is on January 24th 
and ELA is February 7th, both are from 5:30-7pm.  Call 
643-6020 to register for these free workshops.  Parents 
from other grade levels are welcome too!

From 2nd Grade
Second grade held its annual Trim-A-Tree 
extravaganza on December 2nd.  At this special 
event, students had the opportunity to invite 
an adult to come in for the afternoon to create 
various ornaments, share traditions, and 
enjoy time together.  The children were proud 
hosts and hostesses.  They were very welcoming 
when sharing their classroom community with 
their guests. A good time was had by all!

Shown Above MLK Jr. Necklaces, resolutions, magic “e” practice


