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Local History and Literature (Miller) 
     Fortunately, the weather cooperated with our 
efforts to bring the ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ муллΩǎ /olonial America 
to life on Friday this week in the high school courtyard.  
Over fifty students from both the English 12 Local 
History and Literature ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ YƻǊǘƘΩǎ р

th
 grade 

class enjoyed a tour of five learning stations with 
materials from The Kent-5ŜƭƻǊŘ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ b/¢w/Ωǎ 
Living History Depot.   
     The seniors practiced the learning stations during 
class this week, and were enthusiastic and prepared to 
teach the same information to the 5

th
 graders.  The 

learning stations included the possessions of a British 
Officer, a ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ƎŜŀǊΣ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 
with toys and games, a tent station where students put 
up and took down an army tent, and a computer 
station where 5

th
 graders watched the documentaries 

the seniors made during the research project.  Each 
station lasted 20 minutes and the five groups of 
students rotated between them throughout the day.            
     After a picnic lunch in the outdoor classroom, 
students received information about an historical 
musket by Mr. Korth, and were marched and run 
through drills on the football field outside.  Paper 
airplanes, supplied by the 5

th
 graders, simulated the 

unpredictable flight of the musket balls. 
                                                            ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оΧ 
      

http://www.perucsd.org/jmiller/LOCAL%20HISTORY/LOCAL%20COURSE%20PAGE.htm
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World Literature (Information provided by Mrs. Reid) 
     This week students continued to read and then finished The 
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ by Alexander Pushkin. Next week we are going to 
view the movie, Doctor Zhivago. The New York State Grade Twelve 
Performance Indicators suggest that we, as grade 12 teachers, 
provide our students with an opportunity to compare and contrast a 
book and a movie of the same title or similar subject matter. Both the 
novel and the movie to be used are set in Russia during a time of 
revolution, and thereby qualify for this comparison. Our school policy 
requires me to notify parents when I plan to view a movie in class and 
give them an opportunity to request an alternate lesson plan. Please 
notify me if that is what you desire. 
 
 
 
 

Science Fiction/Fantasy (Information provided by Mrs. Reid) 
     4

th
 period - This week we continued with some of the presentations related to the reading we did last week. Some of the 

graphic illustrations drawn by students were beautiful and can be seen hanging in room 110. Some students created short 
stories on related themes, and we were all truly impressed by the original song written and sung by one of the students in the 
ŎƭŀǎǎΦ ό[ƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜΦύ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜŀŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŀȅ .ǊŀŘōǳǊȅΩǎ The Illustrated Man. 
[ŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΩǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ CƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ projects for some students, and they found that some of those songs, 
which were quite well known, were based on this book. They will be reading and reporting on these stories and then designing 
their own tattoos. They will then write their own original Science Fiction stories based on their tattoos.  
     7

th
 period ς This week students are reading novels. Some are reading The Hobbit and some are reading The Planet of the 

Apes. The students will have a writing task based on the novel they have read. This small class has presented a particular 
problem this year. These students are in this class because they enjoy Science Fiction and Fantasy. And because they enjoy this 
genre, MOST of them have read MOST of the literature available in the classroom library. For this reason half of the class is 
reading one book and the other half is reading another. 

~ 
 
New York State Grade Twelve Performance Indicators suggest that we, as grade 12 teachers, provide our students with an 
opportunity to compare and contrast a book and a movie of the same title or similar subject matter.  With that in mind, the 4

th
 

period class will be watching the movie Serenity, and writing about the movie as a space western. The 7
th
 period class will be 

watching The Planet of the Apes and making comparisons to either that book or other novels they have read. Our school policy 
requires me to notify parents when I plan to view a movie in class and give them an opportunity to request an alternate lesson 
plan.  Please notify me if that is what you desire.  
 
      
 

Mrs. Sally Reid     
Phone:  643-6499 ext 5186    

Web site:  http://www.perucsd.org/sreid    
 E-mail:  sreid@perucsd.org 
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Miss Julia Miller    
Phone: 643-6499 ext 5148   

Web site:  
http://www.perucsd.org/jmiller    

E-mail: 
jmiller@perucsd.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     [ƛǾƛƴƎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΧ/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ м 
 
The patience, generosity, and knowledge the seniors shared on Friday was 
impressive and noticed by visitors who commented positively to Miss Miller.   
     We would all like to thank the Library staff, Mr. Patterson (who wore 
period dress for the day!), Ms. Sheldon, and Mrs. Nugent for lending us their 
space, and for helping us organize and implement this day.  We also extend 
our thanks to the Peru administrators, Mr. Mazzella, Mr. Coakley, Mr. Shaffer, 
Mrs. Felt, and Mr. Storms for helping to make this day a success.  Mr. Scott 
came out to see us as well and we appreciate his support of Living History 
activities.  A special thanks goes to Kathy Fessette from The North Country 
Teachers Resource Center for her amazing help with the depot materials, the 
banner, and all the work she does to promote Living History in the North 
Country. 
   The English 12 students were armed with ten cameras throughout the day, 
and took hundreds of photos.  These photos, in a 31 minute movie, can be 
ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ƻƴ aƛǎǎ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  The movie is available (free of charge) on 
DVD for any student who wishes to have it as a souvenir of our wonderful 
day. 

http://www.perucsd.org/jmiller
mailto:jmiller@perucsd.org?subject=from%20newsletter

