MUSIC

Music at Peru High School is a comprehensive program providing experiences in listening, performing and composing. A variety of
courses are offered to develop within each student the ability to appreciate, understand, create, perform, and criticize, with
discrimination, music of all styles and periods. The courses offered allow students to: 1) satisfy the Regents fine arts requirement; 2)
take a five-unit sequence; and 3) prepare students who intend to major in music in college. The five-unit sequence in music includes
one credit of Music Theory and three credits of band, chorus, and/or orchestra, and one unit of Foundations of Music.

Music in Our Lives One Semester % Credit Full Year 1 Credit

This one-year course satisfies the Regents mandate on fine arts credit for graduation. It is especially designed for students who do not
meet the fine arts credit mandate through performing group participation. Students learn to play various keyboard and percussion
instruments. A “hands-on” approach is used in learning the elements of music. It is offered on alternating years. This class is
recommended for students in grades 11 & 12.

Music Theory | Full Year 1 Credit

Prerequisite: Evidence of basic musical knowledge, a record of participation in chorus, orchestra or band, and/or recommendation of
the music teacher.

A course devoted to the study of the language of music, focusing on written and aural skills. Application of skills is accomplished
through performance. This course is a requirement for a major in music. It is offered on alternating years. Regent’s credit may be
obtained by passing a Regents Exam.

Foundations of Music Full Year 1 Credit

Prerequisite: Evidence of basic musical knowledge, a record of participation in chorus, orchestra or band, and/or recommendation
of the music teacher.

This course is a requirement for a major in music. It is offered on alternating years, opposite Music Theory. To be a music major, a
student must pass either the Music Theory Regents exam or Foundations of Music Regents exam.

Concert Band Full Year 1 Credit

Concert Band is open to all students in grades 9-12 who can meet the basic performance level requirements established for this band.
Membership is based upon the decision of the director. Members receive lessons on a rotating period basis in addition to regular
rehearsals. Membership in this band provides the basis for selection to various ensembles including Jazz Band, Pep Band and
Chamber Groups. Members are required to participate in after-school sectional rehearsals. Concert Band members participate in the
Marching Band program as part of the overall band curriculum. One-year participation satisfies the one unit of fine arts credit
required for graduation. Participation in this band may be used in meeting the requirements for a major in music.

Concert Choir Full Year 1 Credit

A quality vocal performance organization open to all students with a serious desire to excel in a large group musical experience.
Members receive lessons on a rotating period basis in addition to regular rehearsals. Lesson and concert attendance are mandatory.
Participation in Choir is mandatory for students wishing to participate in Select Ensembles. One-year participation satisfies the one
unit of fine arts credit required for graduation. Participation in this chorus may be used in meeting the requirements for a major in
music.

Senior Orchestra Full year % Credit



Senior Orchestra is available to all students who have achieved the basic performance level acceptable for this group. Membership is
a result of Director acceptance. Members receive lessons on a rotating period basis in addition to rehearsals. One-year participation
satisfies the one unit of fine arts credit required for graduation. Participation in this orchestra may be used in meeting the
requirements toward a major in music.

Jazz Band Full Year 1 Credit

Jazz Band is a select group of musicians chosen by an audition. The Jazz Band rehearses all styles of Big Band and popular music.
Rehearsals are held after school and evenings. Acceptance is by Director recommendation only.

**Extracurricular Music Offerings**

Select Ensembles

Full Year

Select Chorus
A select vocal performance opportunity is available to students in the Concert Choir. It is designed to develop abilities in small
ensemble performances.



